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mained open to the enemy. Besides, he was con-
fronting all that he had had to confront in his pre-
vious march up to that point, reinforced by the
garrisons along the road and "by what remained of
Hood's army. Frantic appeals were made to the
people to come in voluntarily and swell the ranks
of our foe. I presume, however, that Johnston did
not have in all over thirty-five or forty thousand
men. The people had grown tired of the war, and
desertions from the Confederate army were much
more numerous than the voluntary accessions.

There was some fighting at Averysboro' on the
16th between Johnston's troops and Sherman's, 301
with some loss ; and at Bentonville on the 19th and
21st of March, but Johnston withdrew from the con-
test before the morning of the 22d. Sherman's loss
in these last engagements, in killed, wounded, a*ad
missing, was about sixteen hundred. Sherman's
troops at last reached G-oldsboro' on the 23d of the ibia. m
month and went into bivouac ; and there his men
were destined to have a long rest. Schofield was
there to meet him with the troops which had been
sent to "Wilmington.

Sherman was no longer in danger. He had Johns-
ton confronting him, but with an army much in-  K0Siv<^
ferior to his own, both in numbers and in morale.  pp" 372"374:
He had Lee to the north of him with a force largely
superior ; but I was holding Lee with a still greater
force, and had he made his escape and gotten down
to reinforce Johnston, Sherman, with the reinforce- ^^SSSSS^
ments he now had from Schofield and Terry, would      307
have been able to hold the Confederates at bay for
an indefinite period.   He was near the sea-shore,
with his back to it, and our navy occupied the har- to ibid. 385,386
